CHAPTER XXXIII
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
SOMJETHING remains to be said about certain social and economic tendencies which were at work during these years, and which must be read between the lines of any record of the facts.
The period was as a whole one of advancing prosperity for all classes, accompanied by increasing unrest in the ranks of political and organized Labour. There is nothing surprising in the combination of these two things. Advancing education and a higher standard of living awakened a new sense of wants among the workers, and a livelier consciousness of the inequalities in the social scale.
In the last quarter of the nineteenth century the course of
wages was almost continuously upwards, and that of prices
-~~»tinuously downwards.    There was one considerable trade
ssion in 1885-6, but this was only a temporary check.
•i ^ whole all classes of labour gained, and in the great
Strike of 1889 unorganized Labour under the leader-
Ir. John Burns and Mr. Tom Mann won a victory
is of benefit not only to the London dockers but to
d unorganized Labour everywhere.    The next ten
-e a time of industrial peace, and there was a wide-
pe that methods of arbitration and conciliation had
d which would prevent serious conflict in the future.
or was now coming definitely into politics, and the
of the Independent Labour Party in 1893 inaugurated
sat for the advance of the workers* cause, not merely
'Jtitoa. action, but by obtaining control of the machine
meat.    Hie new Labour politicians urged that the
r working with the Liberal and Radical party should
oe4 and an entirely new party formed which should
* Labour and Socialist policy independently of any
* progressive party.
30*n (August 24, 1931), and on the following day was commissioned by the King to form a Coalition National Government.
